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Legislation regarding Guam war restitution
has been introduced by every Guam Delegate
to Congress, beginning with Guam’s first Dele-
gate Antonio Won Pat, and including my pred-
ecessor, General Ben Blaz. The measure | in-
troduce today is a careful compromise that in-
corporates many Congressional and Depart-
ment of Interior recommendations that have
been made over the years. The legislation
amends the Organic Act of Guam and pro-
vides a process for U.S. restitution to Guama-
nians who suffered compensable injury during
the occupation of Guam by Japan during
World War Il. Compensable injury includes
death, personal injury, or forced labor, forced
march, or internment. The bill establishes a
federal commission to review the relevant his-
torical facts and determine the eligible claim-
ants, the eligibility requirements, and the total
amount necessary for compensation.

There is a lot of historical information avail-
able to show that the United States had every
intention of remedying the issue of war restitu-
tion for the people of Guam. In 1945, at the
urging of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to
the House of Representatives, the Guam Meri-
torious Claims Act was enacted which author-
ized the Navy to adjudicate and settle war
claims in Guam for property damage for a pe-
riod of one year. Claims in excess of $5,000
for personal injury or death were to be for-
warded to Congress. Unfortunately, the act
never fulfilled its intended purposes due to the
limited time frame for claims and the pre-
occupation with the local population to recover
from the war, resettle their homes, and rebuild
their lives.

On March 25, 1947, the Hopkins Commis-
sion, a civilian commission appointed by the
U.S. Navy Secretary, issued a report which re-
vealed the flaws of the 1945 Guam Meri-
torious Claims Act and recommended that the
Act be amended to provide on the spot settle-
ment and payment of all claims, both property
and for death and personal injury.

Despite the recommendations of the Hop-
kins Commission, the U.S. government failed
to remedy the flaws of the Guam Meritorious
Act when it enacted the War Claims Act of
1948, legislation which provided compensation
for U.S. citizens who were victims of the Japa-
nese war effort during World War Il. Because
Guamanians were not U.S. citizens when the
act was enacted, but were U.S. nationals, they
were not eligible for compensation. Guama-
nians finally became U.S. citizens in 1950
under the Organic Act of Guam.

In 1962, there was another attempt by Con-
gress to address the remaining U.S. citizens
and nationals that had not received repara-
tions from previous enacted laws. Once again,
however, Guamanians were inadvertently
made ineligible because policymakers as-
sumed that the War Claims Act of 1948 in-
cluded them. Thus, Guam was left out of the
1962 act.

The reason the legislation involves the U.S.
government is because under the 1951 Treaty
of Peace between the U.S. and Japan, the
treaty effectively barred claims by U.S. citizens
against Japan. As a consequence, the U.S. in-
herited these claims, which was acknowledged
by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles when
the issue was raised during consideration of
the treaty before the Committee on Foreign
Relations in 1952.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

My legislation does not provide compensa-
tion. It simply establishes a federal process to
review the relevant historical facts and deter-
mine the eligible claimants, the eligibility re-
quirements, and the total amount necessary
for compensation arising from the Japanese
occupation of Guam during World War Il. Last
year, the Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated that the cost of my bill would be mini-
mal and would not affect direct spending or re-
ceipts. Moreover, considering that the island of
Guam had a small population of 22,290 during
the nearly 3 years of occupation during the
war, and given the available territorial and fed-
eral records on this matter, | anticipate that
any federal commission that is established
under my bill would be able to complete its
work expeditiously and provide the Congress
with the necessary recommendations to re-
solve this longstanding issue in a timely fash-
ion.

——

IN HONOR OF MAJOR ALBERT V.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on October
19, 2000, in a ceremony held at Ft. Benning,
Georgia, Ranger Albert V. Clement (Major
Ret. Deceased) of Fall River, Massachusetts,
was inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame.

The Ranger Hall of Fame was formed to
honor and preserve the spirit and contribution
of America’s most extraordinary Rangers. The
members of the Ranger Hall of Fame Selec-
tion Board take particular care to ensure that
only the most extraordinary Rangers are in-
ducted. By any standard, Major Albert Clem-
ent was an outstanding choice to receive this
honor.

Major Clement joined the U.S. Army in June
1941 in response to ominous signs of a pend-
ing world conflict. He fought for forty-one
months in the Pacific Islands as a machine
gunner and expert demolitionist. Shortly after
the Korean War started, he volunteered to
fight there as a Ranger, but was promoted
and selected to remain at Fort Benning as an
instructor. Shortly thereafter, he volunteered
again, was assigned to the 32nd Infantry, and
was chosen to organize and lead a raider pla-
toon against menacing enemy forces en-
trenched in the Iron Triangle. Major Clement’s
Raiders turned the enemy tide and filled a crit-
ical void left by the formerly assigned 2nd
Ranger Company. Within four months he was
awarded two Silver Stars and one Bronze Star
for heroism, received two Purple Hearts, was
promoted to master sergeant and granted a
battlefield commission.

In 1960, Major Clement and two Special
Forces professionals were called to affect a
daring rescue in the Congo. The country had
just won its independence and was in a state
of crisis. Mutiny and rebellion were rampant,
and hundreds of missionaries and doctors
were being held hostage and threatened with
rape, torture and death. In three weeks, 239
people were rescued and safely evacuated
from various tribal areas, with Major Clement
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leading the way. The mission ranks as a huge
special operations success story.

Following retirement, Major Clement worked
for the local school board and later entered
into a commercial fishing venture. As a ma-
chine gunner in the Pacific, a Ranger at Fort
Benning, a Raider in Korea or a Green Beret
in the Congo, he was destined to live his re-
tired life as he had served—in the adven-
turous outdoors. He died on Friday, October
16, 1998, after suffering for several years with
cancer. He concluded his life of selfless serv-
ice in quiet dignity.

————

IN HONOR OF THE McLEAN
HIGHLANDERS MARCHING BAND
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the McLean High-
landers Marching Band for winning first place
in the Class IV Open Championship competi-
tion sponsored by the U.S. Scholastic Band
Association.

On November 3, 2000, the Highlanders not
only delivered the overall winning performance
within their grouping, but they also were given
the best music award and the Marine Corps
“Expirit de Corps” award for best team spirit
and discipline.

During the month of August when most high
school students were still enjoying their sum-
mer vacations, every member of the High-
lander Band and their dedicated parents
began preparations for this competition.

Under the guidance of band director
Kirchenbauer and his support staff, the group
devoted countless hours of practice through-
out the year to learn and perfect their award-
winning musical program and marching rou-
tine.

Mr. Speaker, a tribute to the McLean High-
lander Band would not be complete without
mentioning the support of Dr. Donald
Weinheimer, McLean High School Principal,
and the tireless efforts of the McLean High
School Band Parents Association.

The McLean community is proud of every
member of the high school band that contrib-
uted to their award-winning performance. Ac-
cordingly, | join the students of McLean High
School and the U.S. Scholastic Band Associa-
tion in saluting the McLean Highlander March-
ing Band on a job well done.

HONORING JEANIE MILLER
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Jeanie Miller for being voted
“Affiliate of the Year” by the Fresno Associa-
tion of Realtors for the year 2000. The “Affil-
iate of the Year” is awarded to an individual
who promotes the professionalism of the Fres-
no Association of Realtors and has made




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-01T14:34:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




